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Mecosta County hosted the District 7 farm 
tour Aug. 9 for legislators and members. The 
tours started three years ago when Montcalm, 
Osceola, Oceana, Newaygo, Mason and 
Muskegon County presidents agreed to host 
the tours annually to educate legislators and 
members about the various agriculture sectors 
in each county.

By participating in the tours, members have 
gained a better understanding of industry 
sectors they may not otherwise be familiar with. 
This comes in especially handy during MFB’s 
State Annual Meeting when policy is discussed. 
Members have seen Oceana and Muskegon 
counties, including a dairy with its store, a fruit 
and vegetable farm with a winery and other 
agricultural operations that aren’t as common 
around Mecosta County.

This year’s tour included Sackett Potatoes, 
Wernette Beef, Hearty Harvest and Chapin 
Family Farms. Each operation gave more than 
50 people a tour of their facility, spoke about 
economical and political challenges they face 
and also answered any questions. 

“I felt like it was really beneficial,” says Jennifer 
Marfio from Mecosta County Farm Bureau. “I’ve 
lived around the corner from all of these farms 
my whole life and I learned things I never knew 
about the farms and obstacles that they face.” 

Mecosta County Farm Bureau would like to 
thank the farms that participated in the tour!
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Golf outing gathered Mecosta Young Farmers 
Mecosta County Farm Bureau’s own Young 

Farmers did their best against golfers from 
across the state in MFB’s 2013 Young Farmer 
Golf Outing. The Mecosta County members, 
Melissa and John Farrell, teed it up against more 
than 100 Young Farmers representing county 
Farm Bureaus from all over Michigan. 

The best-ball scramble took place Aug. 21 at 
Centennial Acres in Sunfield.

The event is always loaded with fun and is 
an all-day event, offered annually by Michigan 
Farm Bureau as a purely social activity for 
Young Farmers from across the state. 

The outing offers a chance for young farmers 
(ages 18-35) to exchange ideas and learn from 
their peers in a relaxed, off-the-farm setting.

The Macomb-Oakland County team took 

first place, with the Branch-Jackson County 
team and the Calhoun-Jackson-Hillsdale team 
coming in second and third, respectively.

Mecosta FB hosts district tour

Kevin Wernette of Wernette Beef explaining his pasture 
rotations for his cow/calf herd

Swier Family Farm earns 
MAEAP verification

The Swier Family Farm was verified in 
August in all three systems of the Michigan 
Agriculture Environmental Assurance 
Program (MAEAP)—cropping, livestock 
and farmstead. 

The Swier Family, Chris, Kate, Allma 
and Ila, operate a family-owned CSA for 
18 weeks out of the year. Raising produce 
for local families as an uncertified organic 
grower, they employ rigorous pest control 
measures to eliminate the use of all non-
organic pesticides. This farm incorporates 
a wide variety of crops to ensure the 
maximum season length and resistance 
to pests. With their 10th season starting 
to cool down the farm has shown great 
diligence in managing their natural 
resources. 

The farm is in compliance with all the 
verification standards of MAEAP. Each 
system relates to a different component 
of the farm operation. The farmstead 
system ensures proper storage and siting 
of farm practices including fuels, fertilizers 
and pesticides (if used). The cropping 
system ensures that field practices meet 
the standards of state, including tillage, 
fertilizer applications and irrigation water 
use. Finally the livestock system ensures all 
animal housing and wastes are best utilized 
to prevent risk of degrading ground or 
surface waters. 

MAEAP is proud to congratulate this 
farm for its environmental practices.

Mecosta County Farm Bureau’s John and Mellissa Farrell 
teamed up with Shiawassee County’s Jamie Demerly and Ryan 
Cragg for MFB’s 2013 Young Farmer Golf Outing, Aug. 21 at 
Centennial Acres in Sunfield.

Doug Chapin of Chapin Family Farms explaining his double 
12-parlor and the milking process
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SMV Season
It’s time again to remember the importance 

of using slow moving vehicle (SMV) signs on 
all farm equipment this fall.  

Check out the SMV video on the MFB 
website, www.michfb.com, and share it.

Work with your county Farm Bureau 
board to lobby for the SMV 
video to be shown at schools, 
theaters and public events to 
keep everyone safe on the roads 
during harvest.

Don’t miss the Voice of Ag! 
The 2014 Voice of Agriculture Conference 

will take place Jan. 22-23 in Lansing.
The two-day conference will provide new 

ideas, training and leadership development 
for members interested in gaining insight into 
educating about or promoting agriculture.

Two participants per county are paid by the 
Core Programs fund and be held alongside 
the Council of Presidents’ Conference. 
Contact your county Farm Bureau office for 
further information.

Fight against youth hunger!
The State Promotion & Education and 

Young Farmer Committees need help 
packing 10,000 meals for the Kids against 
Hunger organization during the MFB State 
Annual Meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 3. 

Look for more 
information to come, 
but contact your state 
committee members 
today to express interest 
in volunteering.

Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB), in 
partnership with GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services and MSU, sent nearly 30 Michigan 
farmers and agriculture industry leaders to 
Ukraine Sept. 7-16 for an intensive tour 
showcasing the diversity and potential of 
the former Soviet republic. Long regarded as 
Europe’s breadbasket, Ukraine is home to a 
rich farming sector with rapidly modernizing 
production and processing capabilities.

Representing MFB on the tour were farmers 
Matthew Avery of Branch County; 
Emily Barnes of Ottawa County; 
Andrea Boughton of Calhoun County; 
Doug Darling, MFB board member, 
and John Delmotte both of Monroe 
County; Abbey Dorr of Van Buren 
County; Travis Fusilier of Washtenaw 
County; Alan Garner, MFB board 
member of Ingham County; Jeffrey 
Patrick Kala of Presque Isle County; 
Gil Ritter of Bay County; Brett Roberts 
of Eaton County; Jeff Sandborn of 
Ionia County; Anthony Wernette of 
Mecosta County; MF President Wayne 
H. Wood of Sanilac County; Amanda 
Zaluckyj of Berrien County; and MFB 
staffers Sarah Black, Bob Boehm, 
Jeremy Nagel and Steve Paradiso. 

“We chose Ukraine because of its 
unique position on the global stage,” 
said Boehm, MFB’s commodity and marketing 
manager. “Ukraine is unique because its full 

potential, once realized, will make it a major 
player in the world marketplace for several 
key commodities of tremendous export and 
processing value. The scale and quality of 
their grain harvests already have a substantial 
impact on the world’s grain markets, but that’s 
really the tip of the iceberg.”

The itinerary landed the group in the capital 
city of Kiev. As they traveled the country, stops 
included the U.S. Embassy and Ukrainian 
Agriculture Ministry; poultry, beef, swine and 

dairy farms; a major grain and beet processor; 
manufacturers of farm machinery; a large 

greenhouse complex; a fruit farm and vegetable 
processing facility.

The group learned how Ukraine works to 
align its resources and reform land ownership 
to expand production and exports, gaining 
increased access to global markets. Mission 
participants met with government officials and 
agribusiness and farm leaders to discuss trade, 
production, marketing, infrastructure, credit, 
research, investments and environmental 
issues. 

“The educational value and 
the perspective these trips offer is 
invaluable,” said Boehm. “We learn 
more about where our exports go, 
where our imports come from, and 
how farming in other parts of the 
world compare to how we do it here.”

Representing GreenStone Farm 
Credit Services on the trip were 
board members Laura Anne Braun 
of Clinton County; Christine 
Crumbaugh of Gratiot County; 
Bruce Lewis of Hillsdale County; and 
staffers Paul Anderson, Erin DuBois, 
Curt Flammini and John Jones. 
Michael Kovacic also attended the 
tour on behalf of the MSU College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Visit www.michfb.com, MFB’s 
Facebook page, YouTube channel 

or follow #UkraineMI on Twitter for more 
information.

Michigan agriculture tours Ukraine

The MSU College 
of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 
(CANR) has been 
hosting listening 
sessions throughout 
the state to gather 
input about the 
future of the CANR, 

AgBioResearch and Extension.  

Members are encouraged to weigh in on 
Farm Bureau priorities for MSU, discussed 
in policy no. 41 “Michigan State University.” 

For more information, visit www.canr.
msu.edu. Registration is encouraged, but 
not required.

Nov. 4, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. (CST), 
The Antoine Room in Iron Mountain;  
4-6 p.m. (EST), Ramada Inn in Marquette

Nov. 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Lake Superior 

State University in Sault Ste. Marie
Nov. 19, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Extension 

Tollgate Education Conference Center in Novi;  
4-6 p.m., Rogers Reserve in Jackson

Dec. 18, 9-11 a.m., Allegan County 
Human Services Building in Allegan; 4-6 
p.m., W.K. Kellogg Biological Station in 
Hickory Corners

Attend an MSU Listening Session

MFB President Wayne H. Wood discussing soybean meal and other feed ingredients for 
the more than 7,200 cows of the nation’s largest dairy farm.
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August 2013: Amanda Teachworth
A m a n d a 

Teachworth of Ionia 
County was named 
MFB’s Volunteer of 
the Month for August 
2013 for unparalleled 
leadership and 
dedication.

Since taking lead 
of the promotion 
and education efforts 
of the Ionia County 
Farm Bureau in 2011, 
Teachworth’s team of 
volunteers has tripled. 
She introduced social media locally, organized 
school educational programs, partnered with 
local FFA chapters and helped coordinate a 
mid-summer farm open house.

Teachworth helmed the 2013 Family Fun 
on the Farm event in cooperation with Clinton 
County Farm Bureau. She found farms to host 
and helped prepare them for the 2,200 guests 
they would see. She recruited volunteers and 
promoted the event throughout the community.

To bridge the gap with FFA chapters, she 
judged leadership contests, contacted them 
with scholarship opportunities and surprised 
members during National FFA Week. She also 
recruited them and others to teach more than 
1,200 elementary students  about agriculture. 

Teachworth worked with a Boyce Elementary 
School teacher to help develop a Farm and 
Garden Club. She identified animals for club 
members to raise, vegetables to plant and 
provided farming/animal pointers. 

In her 10 years of membership, Teachworth 
has represented her peers interests in both 
Lansing and Washington, D.C. She’s 
also attended MFB’s Voice of Agriculture 
Conference and served as a voting delegate at 
the MFB State Annual Meeting.

She and husband Ben live outside Ionia, 
where they run BAT Farms with their four 
children. They raise sheep, cattle, goats, horses, 
chickens and grow corn, soybeans and alfalfa.   

June 2013: Ellen Hopkins
Branch County’s 

Ellen Hopkins 
was named MFB’s 
Volunteer of the 
Month for June 2013 
for her leadership and 
dedication to local 
ag promotion and 
education efforts.

Hopkins has 
organized the county 
Farm Bureau’s 
Project RED (Rural 
Education Day) 
for the past 13 years reaching more than 400 
students annually. Students visit seven learning 
stations during the event and leave with a better 
understanding of Michigan agriculture.

Hopkins manages the county Farm Bureau’s 
mobile ag education trailer, which volunteers 
take to numerous schools, driver’s education 
programs, farm safety seminars, farm tours and 
county fairs annually. In 2011, it won MFB’s 
County Activities of Excellence Award, earning 
Hopkins a trip to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s annual meeting to showcase the 
project.

A strong community advocate, she organized 
the annual food drive to help stock the kitchen 
cupboards of a local Habitat for Humanity 
house. She also helped coordinate a computer 
training class for farmers at the Branch Area 
Career Center to thelp them comply with 
government reporting requirements.

Hopkins has represented Branch County 
Farm Bureau at the MFB State Annual Meeting 
and Voice of Agriculture Conference, and 
lobbied state lawmakers on behalf of Branch 
County members at MFB’s annual Lansing 
Legislative Seminar.

Hopkins and her husband George have two 
grown daughters and operate Hopkins Farm 
Services in Tekonsha where they sell and service 
irrigation supplies. She is also involved with her 
family’s farm operation, Stanton Farms LLC, 
raising field crops and vegetables.

July 2013: Janna Fritz
For her outstanding 

service organizing 
the annual Dinner 
on the Farm event 
providing members 
the opportunity to 
meet with Dist. 10 
U.S. Rep. Candice 
Miller, Tuscola 
County’s Janna Fritz 
was named MFB’s 
Volunteer of the 
Month for July 2013.

The event brings 
together Farm Bureau members from Huron, 
Lapeer, Macomb, Sanilac, St. Clair and Tuscola 
counties for a personal update from the 
congresswoman. This year’s event saw record-
breaking numbers of more than 400, due in 
large part to the efforts of Fritz and others 
behind the scenes.

Fritz served as the key liaison between the 
county Farm Bureaus and the congresswoman’s 
office. She coordinated schedules, arranged 
the host farm and worked with county Farm 
Bureau leaders to reach members. 

Fritz managed fundraising to minimize the 
county Farm Bureaus’ out-of-pocket expenses, 
raising nearly $6,000, allowing county Farm 
Bureaus to focus their limited funds on 
promotion, education and scholarships.

Fritz also scheduled guest speakers, assisted 
with script writing and coordinated the 
development of promotional materials.

Outside of her duties with Dinner on the 
Farm, Fritz has been very active in Farm Bureau 
and the local agricultural community. She has 
represented Tuscola County Farm Bureau as 
a voting delegate at the MFB State Annual 
Meeting and represented Tuscola County’s 
legislative interests by attending the Lansing 
Legislative Seminar. 

Fritz works as a seed representative for 
Specialty Seed; her husband Joel runs a full-
time cash crop operation outside of Pigeon. 
They have two sons, Wesley and Zachary.

MFB salutes Volunteers of the Month

Ellen Hopkins Janna Fritz Amanda Teachworth

M i c h i g a n  F a r m  B u r e a u ’s  Vo l u n t e e r s  o f  t h e  M o n t h  a r e  o n l i n e  a t  w w w. m i c h f b . c o m / v o m

Michigan Farm Bureau’s annual Lansing 
Legislative and Washington Legislative 
Seminars provide opportunities for face-to-
face interaction with Michigan legislative 
leaders to give elected officials an accurate 
picture of how Farm Bureau policy reflects 
the issues that face agriculture today. Don’t 
miss out on these critical events!

The Lansing Legislative Seminar takes 
place Wednesday, Feb. 12 at the Lansing 
Center; registration deadline is Jan. 24. The 
program features educational sessions on 
legislative and regulatory issues, a luncheon 
with a distinguished speaker and a reception 
to visit with their legislators.

The Washington Legislative Seminar will 

be held March 12-14 with a registration 
deadline of Jan. 27. The seminar will provide 
opportunities for farmers to make personal 
contact with members of Congress and other 
government leaders to advocate for legislation 
and/or regulation using Farm Bureau policy.

Contact your county Farm Bureau if you 
are interested in attending either event.

Legislative Core Program events
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Mecosta County Farm Bureau would like to 
thank all of the members and volunteers for their 
work over the past year spreading the message of 
Farm Bureau and agriculture. It was an action-
packed year with some great success. Here are a 
few highlights: 

•	 We had another successful presence at 
the Mecosta County Fair, July 8-13. We 
were able to hand out more than 200 
bags with fun and educational material! 

•	 Hearty Harvest Chili Cook-Off brought 
out more than 200 neighbors and out of 
town folks for a great day of food, fun, 
educational activities and fellowship! A 
huge thank you to Natalie Wernette for 
allowing Mecosta County Farm Bureau 
to be a part of the event!

•	 Ag Week we distributed more than 500 
fun and factual placemats to restaurants 
around the county.

•	 We participated in the Mecosta 
Elementary career day.

•	 Ag in the Classroom reached more than 
50 kids!

•	 College scholarship winners were Eric 
Voelker, Kyle Voelker and Brittany Caryl. 

•	 Legislative breakfast brought in more 
than 40 people. 

Recipe corner 
BY JENN MARFIO
MECOSTA FB NEWSLETTER EDITOR

School is back in session so that means 
earlier bedtimes and therefore earlier supper 
times. Many of us have work, whether that 
is on the farm or off, kids, school schedules 
and about 20 other things pulling us different 
directions that are anywhere but the kitchen. 
Now, I for one love to cook but I hate trying 
to figure out what to cook. I’m always on the 
lookout for new recipes, especially those that 
are quick, easy, and homemade! So I’ve decided 
that we should all start sharing some of our 
favorite recipes to help each other out! Feel free 
to send your family favorite recipes to the Farm 
Bureau office at 826 N. State Street Ste. A, Big 
Rapids MI 49307. Eventually, I would like to 
compile all of our favorite recipes into a cook 
book for Mecosta County Farm Bureau to help 
fund the Promotion and Education projects 
and scholarships in the county. Now, please 
understand that I see all recipes as merely a 

suggestion of how to put things together. Feel 
free to substitute and modify as needed!

Crock Pot Tater Tot Casserole
This recipe works great for our family as we 

sometimes come in to eat in shifts between 
field work, sports and meetings!

1-2 pounds burger 
32 ounce bag of tater tots, hashbrowns or 
hashbrown o’brien
2 cups shredded cheese
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 quart of frozen corn 
Salt and pepper to taste
Preheat the crock pot and spray with a 

non-stick cooking spray.
In a large pan, brown the burger and season 

to taste.
Lay the tater tots in the bottom of the crock 

pot and up the sides. Next layer the burger, 
cheese, soup and corn. Finish with another 
layer of tater tots with some cheese on top. 

Cook in the crock pot for 4-6 hours. 

Basil Pasta
I like to grill or sauté chicken or shrimp to 

go with this awesome pasta dish!
12 ounces of angel hair pasta
15 ounces diced tomatoes with liquid
1 large sweet onion cut in julienne strips
2 tablespoon crushed garlic
2 teaspoons dries basil
4 ½ cups broth 
2 teaspoons dried oregano
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
Parmesan cheese for garnish
In a large stock pot mix together the pasta, 

tomatoes, onion, garlic, basil and vegetable broth. 
Sprinkle the top of the mixture with oregano and 
drizzle with oil. Cover the pot and bring to a boil.

Reduce the heat to a simmer keeping it 
covered and cook for about 10 minutes, 
stirring every two minutes. Cook until almost 
all of the liquid has evaporated.

Season to taste with salt and pepper, stirring 
the pasta several times to distribute the liquid 
in the bottom of the pot.

Sprinkle with parmesan cheese before serving.

2013: Mecosta 
County year in review •	 Overhead Door Company of Grand 

Rapids, 5761 N. Hawkeye Court SW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49509; Phone 616-
261-0300; $5 off service on residential or 
electric garage door opener. $10 off service 
on commercial or electric garage door 
opener. Not good with other offers, must 
show membership card.

•	 Beauti Control, 1613 130th Avenue, 
Morley, MI 49336; Phone 231-519-3894; 
Enjoy a free customized facial or makeover 
and receive 15 percent off your first order. 
We offer spa treatments in the comfort of 
your home with prescription skin care and 
innovative spa products. 

•	 Nature’s Expressions, 10695 West Grass 
Lake Road, Barryton, MI 49305; Phone 
989-382-5206 (Winter 989-544-2755); 10 
percent off total purchase price.

•	 Williams Kitchen and Bath, 7026 9 Mile 
Road, Mecosta, MI 49332; Phone 231-
972-2242; $200 off qualifying kitchen 
purchase. $100 off qualifying bathroom 
purchase.

•	 Mary’s All About Health Food Store, 207 
South Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 
49307; Phone 231-527-1111; 10 percent 
off supplements, 5 percent off foods.

•	 Tucker Communications, Inc., 603 North 

State Street, Big Rapids, MI 49307; Phone 
2321-797-2548; Discounts off various 
internet access packages. Not available in 
all areas.

•	 Gilberts Carpets Plus Color Tile, 14150 
Northland Drive, Big Rapids, MI 49307; 
Phone 231-796-8433; 5 percent discount 
on retail price of materials only.

•	 Audibel Hearing Center, 204 South 
Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307; 
Phone 231-796-4658; 10 percent off the 
purchase of all hearing aids, complimentary 
hearing screening by certified staff.

•	 Michael Oil and Propane, 18655 
Northland Drive, Big Rapids, MI 49307; 
Phone 231-796-8681; $0.10 gallon cash 
discount on all farm fuel (kerosene, gas, 
diesel, propane) 2 percent cash discount 
on all home heating fuel (diesel, propane, 
kerosene). Discounts do not apply to 
credit/debit card transactions.

•	 Bare Furniture, 20979 19 Mile Road, Big 
Rapids, MI 49307; Phone 231-592-1057; 
10 percent off in-stock furniture.

•	 Tri-County Portable Toilets and Septic 
Cleaning, LLC, PO Box 124, Paris, MI 
49338; Phone 231-796-3146; 10 percent 
off septic-tank residential pump out 
service.

Mecosta County member benefits


